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Work Address                      

Harvard Kennedy School 

79 JFK Street, MB #14 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

Tel. (617) 495-1872 

Fax (617) 495-4297 

 

Education: 
 

Ph.D., Columbia University, 1988, Political Science, International Relations, distinction. 

 

Certificate of Latin American and Iberian Studies, Institute for Latin American and Iberian Studies, 

Columbia University, 1984. 

 

M.A., Columbia University, 1983, Political Science, International Relations. 

 

B.A., University of Minnesota, 1980, International Relations, summa cum laude. 

 

Tech High School, St. Cloud Minnesota, 1973. 

 

Current Position: 

 

Ryan Family Professor of Human Rights Policy, Harvard Kennedy School, 2014–present. 

 

Carol K. Pforzheimer Professor, Radcliffe Institute, 2014–2019 

 

Affiliated Faculty Member, Harvard Law School, 2015–present. 

 

Affiliated Professor of Government, Department of Government, Harvard University, 2014–present. 

 

Grants, Awards, and Fellowships: 

 

International Studies Association’s J. Ann Tickner Award, 2015. 

 

International Studies Association’s Susan Strange Award, 2013. 

 

American Philosophical Society, Member, 2013–present. 

 

PI, National Science Foundation, SES Division, Grant No. 1228519, “Alternative Accountabilities for 

Past Human Rights Abuses,” September 2012–August 2014, $290,000.  
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PI, National Science Foundation, SES Division, Grant No. 0961226, “The Impact of Transitional Justice 

on Human Rights and Democracy,” June 2010–August 2012, $311,000. 

 

Robert F. Kennedy Center Book Award (2012) and the WOLA/Duke Human Rights Book Award (2011) 

for The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are Changing World Politics, 2011. 

 

John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, Fellowship, 2008–2009. 

 

Distinguished Teaching Award: Award for Outstanding Contributions to Postbaccalaureate, Graduate, 

and Professional Education, University of Minnesota, 2003–2004. 

 

Member, Council on Foreign Relations, 2002–present. 

 

Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2001–present. 

 

Member, Society for Comparative Research, 2001–present. 

 

Fulbright Scholar Award (Argentina) 2001–2002 (Visiting Professor at the Universidad Torcuato Di 

Tella, Buenos Aires). 

 

Grawemeyer Award for Ideas for Improving World Order (2000) and International Studies Association 

Chadwick Alger Award for Best Book in the area of International Organizations (2000) for Activists 

beyond Borders: Transnational Advocacy Networks in International Politics, Cornell University Press, 

1998. 

 

Twentieth Century Fund grant for book on the Origins and Effectiveness of U.S. Human Rights Policy, 

1994–1995. 

 

Social Science Research Council, Research Fellowship in Foreign Policy Studies, 1991–1993. 

 

Scholar of the College, College of Liberal Arts, University of Minnesota, 2000–2002. 

 

McKnight-Land Grant Professorship, University of Minnesota, 1991–1993. 

 

Social Science Research Council, Latin American and Caribbean Program, International Doctoral 

Research Fellowship, 1984–1985.  

 

Doherty Foundation, Princeton University, Doherty Fellowship for Advanced Study in Latin America, 

1984–1985.  

 

Institute for the Study of World Politics, Fellowship, 1984.    

 

Danforth Fellowship, 1981–1985. 
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Previous Academic Employment and Affiliations: 

 

McKnight Presidential Chair in Political Science, University of Minnesota, 2008–2013. 

 

Regents Professor, University of Minnesota, 2006–2013. 

 

Affiliated Faculty, Law School, University of Minnesota, 2001–2013. 

 

Visiting Professor, Institute of Political Science, Universidad de la República, Montevideo, Uruguay, 

March–June 2012.  

 

Visiting Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Universidad Torcuato Di 

Tella, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 2002, 2004, 2006. 

 

Distinguished McKnight University Professor, University of Minnesota, 2005–2009. 

 

Arleen Carlson Professor of Political Science, University of Minnesota, 2001–2007. 

 

Professor, Political Science Department, University of Minnesota, 1998–2013. 

 

Associate Professor, Political Science Department, University of Minnesota, 1994–1998. 

 

Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, University of Minnesota, March 1988–August 1994. 

 

Visiting Fellow, Center for International and Area Studies, Yale University, New Haven, CT, September 

1986–March 1988. 

 

Visiting Researcher, Instituto Universitaria de Pesquisa do Rio de Janeiro (IUPERJ), Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, December 1985–July 1986. 

 

Visiting Researcher, Centro de Estudios de Estado y Sociedad (CEDES), Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

January 1985–November 1985. 

 

Teaching Assistant, Columbia University, 1983–1984. 

 

Research Assistant, United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations (UNCTC), New York, NY, 

June–December 1982. Project on Pharmaceutical Industry in Third World Countries. 

 

Staff Associate, Washington Office on Latin America, Washington, DC, December 1979–September 

1981. 
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Scholarship: 

Books: 

 

Evidence for Hope: Making Human Rights Work in the 21st Century (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2017) 

 

The Persistent Power of Human Rights: From Commitment to Compliance, co-edited with Thomas Risse 

and Stephen Ropp (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013). 

 

The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are Changing World Politics (New York: W.W. 

Norton and Company, 2011), translated into Spanish as: La cascada de la justicia: Cómo los juicios de 

lesa humanidad están cambiando el mundo de la política, (Buenos Aires, Argentina and Barcelona 

Spain: Gedisa Editores, 2013 and 2016).  

 

Mixed Signals: U.S. Human Rights Policy and Latin America (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2004). 

 

Restructuring World Politics: Transnational Social Movements, Networks, and Norms, co-edited with 

Sanjeev Khagram and James Riker (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002).  

 

The Power of Human Rights: International Norms and Domestic Change, co-edited with Thomas Risse 

and Stephen Ropp (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999). 

 

Activists beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics, co-authored with Margaret Keck 

(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998), translated into Spanish as: Activistas sin fronteras: redes de 

defensa en política internacional (Mexico City: Siglo Veintiuno Editores, 2000); Chinese translation by 

Peking University Press, 2005; Arabic translation by the Arabic Book Program, American Cultural 

Center, Amman, Jordon, 2005.  

 
Ideas and Institutions: Developmentalism in Brazil and Argentina (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 

1991), translated into Spanish as: El proyecto desarrollista en la Argentina y Brasil: Frondizi y 

Kubitschek (Buenos Aires: Siglo Veintiuno Editora Iberoamericana, 2009).  

 

 

Articles and Book Chapters:  

 

“Partners in Crime: An Empirical Evaluation of the CIA Rendition, Detention, and Interrogation 

Program,” Perspectives on Politics, forthcoming 2018.  (co-authored with Averell Schmidt)  

 

“Human Rights Data, Processes, and Outcomes: How Recent Research Points to a Better Future,” in 

Human Rights Futures, edited by Stephen Hopgood, Jack Snyder, and Leslie Vinjamuri (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2017), pp. 24–59. (co-authored with Geoff Dancy)  

 

“Timing and Sequencing in International Politics: Latin America’s Contributions to Human Rights,” in 

International Politics and Institutions in Time, edited by Orfeo Fioretos (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2017), pp. 231–250.  

 



KATHRYN A. SIKKINK 

Curriculum Vitae 

Page 5 

 
 
“(Re)discovering Duties: Individual Responsibilities in the Age of Rights,” Minnesota Journal of 

International Law 26 (January–February 2017). (co-authored with Fernando Berdion del Valle) 

 

“Human Rights,” in Why Govern? Rethinking Demand, Purpose and Progress in Global Governance, 

edited by Amitav Acharya (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), pp. 121–137.  

 

“Evaluating Transitional Justice: The Role of Multi-Level Mixed Methods Datasets and the Colombia 

Reparation Program for War Victims,” Transitional Justice Review 1/4 (2016). (coauthored with 

Phuong Pham, Patrick Vinck, Bridget Marchesi, Doug Johnson, and Peter Dixon) 

Available at: http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/tjreview/vol1/iss4/3 

 

“Latin America’s Protagonist Role in Human Rights: How the Region Shaped Human Rights Norms 

post World War II and What it Means for the Field Today,” Sur: International Journal on Human Rights 

22 (December 2015). 

Available at: http://sur.conectas.org/en/latin-americas-protagonist-role-human-rights/ 

Also available in Spanish and Portuguese translation: 

“El papel protagonista de Latinoamerica en los derechos humanos,” http://sur.conectas.org/es/el-papel-

protagonista-de-latinoamerica-en-los-derechos-humanos/ 

“Protagonismo da América Latina em direitos humanos,” http://sur.conectas.org/protagonismo-da-

america-latina-em-direitos-humanos/  

 

“Latin America and the Idea of the International Protection of Human Rights,” in Routledge Handbook 

of Latin America in the World, edited by Jorge I. Dominguez and Ana Covarrubias (New York: 

Routledge, 2015), pp. 349–361. 

 

“Nothing but the Truth: Brazil’s Truth Commission Looks Back,” Foreign Affairs, February 26, 2015. 

(co-authored with Bridget Marchesi) 

Available at: http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143180/kathryn-sikkink-and-bridget-

marchesi/nothing-but-the-truth 

 

“Latin American Countries as Norm Protagonists of the Idea of International Human Rights,” Global 

Governance 20/3 (July–September 2014): 389–404.   

 

“Human Rights Prosecutions and the Participation Rights of Victims in Latin America,” Law & Society 

Review 47/4 (December 2013): 873–907. (co-authored with Veronica Michel) 

 

“The Justice Cascade: The Origins and Effectiveness of Prosecutions for Human Rights Violations,” 

Annual Review of Law and Social Science 9 (2013): 269–85. (co-authored with Hun Joon Kim) 

 

“Information Effects and Human Rights Data: Is the Good News about Increased Human Rights 

Information Bad News for Human Rights Measures?” Human Rights Quarterly 35/3 (2013): 539–568. 

(co-authored with Ann Marie Clark) 

 

“Response to David L Richards,” Human Rights Quarterly 38/2 (May 2016): 493–496. (co-authored 

with Ann Marie Clark)  

 

http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/tjreview/vol1/iss4/3
http://sur.conectas.org/en/latin-americas-protagonist-role-human-rights/
http://sur.conectas.org/es/el-papel-protagonista-de-latinoamerica-en-los-derechos-humanos/
http://sur.conectas.org/es/el-papel-protagonista-de-latinoamerica-en-los-derechos-humanos/
http://sur.conectas.org/protagonismo-da-america-latina-em-direitos-humanos/
http://sur.conectas.org/protagonismo-da-america-latina-em-direitos-humanos/
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143180/kathryn-sikkink-and-bridget-marchesi/nothing-but-the-truth
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143180/kathryn-sikkink-and-bridget-marchesi/nothing-but-the-truth
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“The United States and Torture: Does the Spiral Model Work?” in The Persistent Power of Human 

Rights: From Commitment to Compliance, edited by Thomas Risse, Stephen Ropp and Kathryn Sikkink 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013). 

 

“How Do Human Rights Prosecutions Improve Human Rights after Transition?” Interdisciplinary 

Journal of Human Rights Law 7/1 (2012–2013): 69–90. (co-authored with Hun Joon Kim) 

 

“Models of Accountability and the Effectiveness of Transitional Justice,” in After Oppression: 

Transitional Justice in Latin America and Eastern Europe, edited by Vesselin Popovski and Mónica 

Serrano (New York: U.N. University Press, 2012), pp. 19–38.  

 

“Human Rights,” in The Handbook of International Relations, 2nd ed., edited by Walter Carlsnaes, 

Thomas Risse, and Beth Simmons (London: Sage Publications, 2012), pp. 827–851. (co-authored with 

Hans Peter Schmitz) 

 

“Ratification and Human Rights Prosecutions: Toward a Transnational Theory of Treaty Compliance,” 

New York University Journal of International Law and Politics 44/3 (Spring 2012): 751–790. (co-

authored with Geoff Dancy) 

 

“The Age of Accountability: The Global Rise of Individual Criminal Accountability,” in Amnesty in the 

Age of Human Rights Accountability: Comparative and International Perspectives, edited by Leigh 

Payne and Francesca Lessa (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012), pp. 19–41.  

 

“Response: Review Symposium,” [on The Justice Cascade] Journal of Human Rights 11 (2012): 308–

313. 

 

“Contrepoint: Le choix du réseau: quelle efficacité pour l’action collective transnationale?” in Agir-en-

Réseau: Modèle d’action ou catégorie d’analyse? edited by David Dumoulin Kervran and Marielle 

Pepin-Lehalleur (Rennes, France: Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2012), pp. 91–97.  

 

“El efecto disuasivo de los juicios por violaciones de derechos humanos,” Anuario de Derechos 

Humanos 7 (June 2011): 41–61. 

 

“A Era da Responsabilização: a ascensão da responsabilização penal individual,” in A Anistia na Era da 

Responsabilização: O Brasil em Perspectiva Internacional e Comparada, edited by Leigh Payne, Paulo 

Abrão, and Marcelo D. Torelly (Brasília: Ministerio da Justiça, Comissão da Anistia, 2011), pp. 34–74.   

 

“Explaining the Deterrence Effect of Human Rights Prosecutions for Transitional Countries,” 

International Studies Quarterly 54/4 (December 2010): 939–963. (co-authored with Hunjoon Kim)   

 

“The Power of Networks in International Politics,” in Networked Politics: Agency, Power, and 

Governance, edited by Miles Kahler (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2009), pp. 228–247.  

 

“From State Responsibility to Individual Criminal Accountability: A New Regulatory Model for Core 

Human Rights Violations,” in The Politics of Global Regulation, edited by Walter Mattli and Ngaire 

Woods (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009), pp. 121–150. 
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 “From International Relations to Global Society,” in The Oxford Handbook of International Relations, 

edited by Christian Reus-Smit and Duncan Snidal (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), pp. 62–

83; reprinted also in The Oxford Handbook of Political Science (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2009), pp. 748–768. (co-authored with Michael Barnett) 

 

“The Role of Consequences, Comparison and Counterfactuals in Constructivist Ethical Thought,” in 

Moral Limit and Possibility in World Politics, edited by Richard M. Price (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2008), pp. 83–111. 

 

“Bush Administration Noncompliance with the Prohibition on Torture and Cruel and Degrading 

Treatment,” in Bringing Human Rights Home: From Civil Rights to Human Rights, vol. 2, edited by 

Cynthia Soohoo, Catherine Albisa, and Martha F. Davis (Westport, CT: Praeger Publisher, 2008), pp. 

187–208. 

 

“From Pariah State to Global Human Rights Protagonist: Argentina and the Struggle for International 

Human Rights,” Latin American Politics and Society 50/1 (Spring 2008): 1–29.  

 

“The Impact of Human Rights Trials in Latin America,” Journal of Peace Research 44/4 (July 2007): 

427–445; translated into Spanish as: “La cascada de justicia y el impacto de los juicios de derechos 

humanos en América Latina,” Cuadernos del CLAEH: Revista Uruguaya de Ciencias Sociales, 2ª serie, 

año 31, no. 96–97 (2008):15-40; translated into Portuguese as: “O impacto dos processos judiciais de 

direitos humanos na América Latina,” in Política de Direitos Humanos, edited by Rossana Rocha Reis 

(São Paulo: Hucitec Editora, 2010), pp. 94–124. (co-authored with Carrie Booth Walling) 

 

“Argentina’s Contribution to Global Trends in Transitional Justice,” in Transitional Justice in the 

twenty-first century: Beyond Truth and Justice, edited by Naomi Roht-Arriaza and Javier Mariezcurrena 

(Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 301–324. (co-authored with Carrie 

Booth Walling) 

 

“The Transnational Dimension of the Judicialization of Politics in Latin America,” in The Judicialization 

of Politics in Latin America, edited by Rachel Sieder, Line Schjolden and Alan Angell (New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 263–292; translated into Spanish as: La judicialización de la política en 

América Latina (Bogota: Universidad Externado de Colombia, 2011).  

 

“Patterns of Dynamic Multilevel Governance and the Insider-Outsider Coalition,” in Transnational 

Protest and Global Activism, edited by Donatella Della Porta and Sidney Tarrow (New York: Rowman 

and Littlefield, 2005), pp. 151–173. 

 

“A Typology of Relations between Social Movements and International Institutions,” in Proceedings of 

the 97th Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law (Washington, D.C., April 2–5, 

2003), pp. 301–305. 

 

“La dimensión transnacional de los movimientos sociales,” in Más allá de la nación: las escalas 

múltiples de los movimientos sociales, edited by Elizabeth Jelin (Buenos Aires: Libros del Zorzal, 2003), 

pp. 301–335. 
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“Human Rights Advocacy Networks and the Social Construction of Legal Rules,” in Global 

Prescriptions: The Production, Exportation, and Importation of a New Legal Orthodoxy, edited by Yves 

Dezalay and Bryant Garth (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2002), pp. 37–64.  

 

“Human Rights” in The Handbook of International Relations, edited by Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas 

Risse, and Beth Simmons (London: Sage Publications, 2002), pp. 517–537. (co-authored with Hans 

Peter Schmitz) 

 

“The International Dimension of Democratization and Human Rights in Latin America,” in Democracy 

in Latin America: (Re)Constructing Political Society, edited by Manuel Antonio Garreton and Edward 

Newman (New York: United Nations University Press, 2001), pp. 278–300. (co-authored with Ellen 

Lutz) 

 

“Taking Stock: The Constructivist Research Program in International Relations and Comparative 

Politics,” Annual Review of Political Science 4 (June 2001): 391–416. (co-authored with Martha 

Finnemore) 

 

“The Justice Cascade: The Evolution and Impact of Foreign Human Rights Trials in Latin America,” 

Chicago Journal of International Law 2/1 (Spring 2001): 1–33. (co-authored with Ellen Lutz) 

 

“Historical Precursors to Modern Campaigns for Women’s Rights: Campaigns against Footbinding and 

Female Circumcision,” in Women and International Human Rights Law, Volume 3: Toward 

Empowerment, edited by Kelly D. Askin and Dorean M. Koenig (Ardsley, NY: Transnational 

Publishers, 2001), pp. 797–818. 

 

“Historical Precursors to Modern Transnational Social Movements and Networks,” in Globalizations 

and Social Movements: Culture, Power, and the Transnational Public Sphere, edited by John A. Guidry, 

Michael Kennedy, and Mayer Zald (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001), pp. 35–53. (co-

authored with Margaret Keck) 

 

“International Human Rights Law and Practice in Latin America,” International Organization 54/3 

(Summer 2000): 633–660. (co-authored with Ellen Lutz) 

 

“La dimensión transnacional de los movimientos sociales,” in La sociedad civil frente a las nuevas 

formas de institucionalidad democrática, edited by Martín Abregú and Silvina Ramos (Buenos Aires: 

Cuadernos del Foro, año 2, número 2, 2000), pp. 47–69. 

 

“Redes transnacionales de cabildeo e influencia,” Foro Internacional 34/4 (October–December 1999):  

404–428. (co-authored with Margaret Keck) 

 

“Transnational Advocacy Networks in International and Regional Politics,” International Social Science 

Journal 159, UNESCO (March 1999): 89–101. (co-authored with Margaret Keck) 

 

“International Norm Dynamics and Political Change,” in the Special Issue ‘International Organization at 

Fifty: Exploration and Contestation in the Study of World Politics,’ International Organization 52/4 
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(Autumn 1998): 887–917; translated into Portuguese as: “Dinȃmicas de norma internacional e mudança 

política,” Monções: Revista de Relações Internacionais da UFGD, Dourados, 3/6 (Jul/Dez, 2014): 335–

393. (co-authored with Martha Finnemore) 

 

“Transnational Politics, International Relations Theory, and Human Rights,” PS: Political Science and 

Politics 31/3 (September 1998): 517–521; reprinted in Comparative Politics: Notes and Readings, edited 

by Bernard E. Brown, 10th ed. (Harcourt, Brace, 2005); and Readings on How the World Works: Current 

Issues in International Relations, edited by Russell Bova (Longman Publishers, 2009).   

 

“Transnational Advocacy Networks in the Movement Society,” in The Social Movement Society, edited 

by David S. Meyer and Sidney Tarrow (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 1998), pp. 217–

238. (co-authored with Margaret Keck) 

 

“Development Ideas in Latin America: Paradigm Shift and the Economic Commission for Latin 

America,” in International Development and the Social Sciences: Essays in the History and Politics of 

Knowledge, edited by Frederick Cooper and Randall Packard (Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1997), pp. 228–256.    

 

“Reconceptualizing Sovereignty in the Americas: Historical Precursors and Current Practices,” Houston 

Journal of International Law 19/3 (Spring 1997): 705–729; also published as a chapter in El papel del 

derecho internacional en América: La soberanía en la era de la integración regional (Mexico City: 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas, 1997), pp. 101–119.  

 

“The Effectiveness of U.S. Human Rights Policy, 1973–1980,” in The International Dimensions of 

Democratization: Europe and the Americas, edited by Laurence Whitehead (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1996), pp. 93–124. 

 

“Nongovernmental Organizations, Democracy, and Human Rights in Latin America,” in Beyond 

Sovereignty: Collectively Defending Democracy in the Americas, edited by Tom Farer (Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1996), pp. 150–168.   

 

“The Emergence, Evolution, and Effectiveness of the Latin American Human Rights Network,” in 

Constructing Democracy: Human Rights, Citizenship, and Society in Latin America, edited by Elizabeth 

Jelin and Eric Herschberg (Boulder: Westview Press, 1996), pp. 59–84; translated into Spanish as “La 

red internacional de derechos humanos en América Latina: surgimiento, evolución y efectividad,” in 

Construir la democracia: derechos humanos, ciudadanía y sociedad en América Latina (Caracas: Nueva 

Sociedad, 1996); Portuguese translation published by Editora da Universidade de São Paulo, 2006.  

 

“Non-governmental Organizations and Transnational Issue Networks in International Politics,” 

Proceedings of the 89th Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law (Washington, 

D.C.: The American Society of International Law, 1995): 413–415.  

  

“Human Rights, Principled Issue Networks, and Sovereignty in Latin America,” International 

Organization 47/3 (Summer 1993): 411–441. Reprinted in The New Political Economy of Globalization, 

edited by Richard Higgott and Anthony Payne (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishers, 2000).  
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“The Origins and Continuity of Human Rights Policies in the United States and Western Europe,” in 

Ideas and Foreign Policy, edited by Judith Goldstein and Robert Keohane (Ithaca: Cornell University 

Press, 1993), pp. 139–170.  

 

“U.S. Policy and Human Rights in Argentina and Guatemala, 1973-1980,” in Double-Edged Diplomacy: 

International Bargaining and Domestic Politics, edited by Peter Evans, Harold Jacobson, and Robert 

Putnam (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), pp. 330–362. (co-authored with Lisa Martin)  

 

“Las capacidades y la autonomía del estado en Brasil y la Argentina: un enfoque neoinstitucionalista,” 

Desarrollo Económico 32/128 (January–March 1993): 501–531.  

 

“The Influence of Raúl Prebisch on Economic Policy Making in Argentina 1955–1962,” and 

“Response,” Latin American Research Review XXIII/2 (1988): 91–114, and 128–131. 

 

“International Codes of Conduct for Transnational Corporations: The Case of the WHO/UNICEF Code,” 

International Organization 40/4 (Autumn 1986): 815–840. Reprinted in The Politics of International 

Organization: Patterns and Insights, edited by Paul F. Diehl (Chicago: Dorsey Press, 1989), pp. 342–

363, and in Peace by Pieces: United Nations Agencies and Their Roles, edited by Robert N. Wells, Jr,  

(Metuchen, NJ: The Scarecrow Press, 1991), pp. 335–371.  

 

 

Work in Progress or Under Review: 

Human Rights and Responsibilities, book manuscript based on the Castle Lectures, under contract with 

Yale University Press.  

“Bars and Bargains: An Agnostic Approach to Transitional Justice,” forthcoming International Studies 

Quarterly (co-authored with Geoff Dancy, Bridget Marchesi, Tricia Olsen, Leigh Payne, and Andrew 

Reiter) 

“Introducing the Transitional Justice Research Collaborative: Bridging the Qualitative-Quantitative 

Divide with New Data,” (coauthored with Geoff Dancy, Bridget Marchesi, Francesca Lessa, Leigh 

Payne, and Gabriel Pereira) 

 

 
Publicly engaged scholarship:  

(policy reports and memos, significant blog contributions,  

op-eds, published interviews, etc. on public issues) 

 

“The US Turns its Back on Human Rights,” Boston Globe, July 24, 2017. (co-authored with John 

Shattuck) 

Available at: https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/07/23/the-turns-its-back-human-

rights/7NKR0Je4m0scmbkwEvbNJM/story.html 
 

“This is What Will Happen if Trump Brings Back Secret Prisons,” Monkey Cage, The Washington Post, 

February 9, 2017. (co-authored with Averell Schmidt). 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/07/23/the-turns-its-back-human-rights/7NKR0Je4m0scmbkwEvbNJM/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2017/07/23/the-turns-its-back-human-rights/7NKR0Je4m0scmbkwEvbNJM/story.html
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Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/02/09/this-is-what-will-

happen-if-trump-brings-back-secret-prisons/?utm_term=.3d67852e7c7b 

 

“International Pressure on US Human Rights Matters Now More than Ever,” Open Global Rights Blog, 

November 11, 2016. 

Available at: https://opendemocracy.net/openglobalrights/kathryn-sikkink/international-pressure-on-us-

human-rights-matters-now-more-than-eve 

 

“Prologo,” El negocio del terrorismo de estado: los cómplices económicos de la dictadura uruguaya, 

edited by Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky (Montevideo, Uruguay: Penguin Random House, 2016). 

 

“Nothing But the Truth: Brazil’s Truth Commission Looks Back,” Foreign Affairs, February 26, 2015, 

pp. 1–3. (co-authored with Bridget Marchesi) 

Available at: http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143180/kathryn-sikkink-and-bridget-

marchesi/nothing-but-the-truth  

 

Roundtable on “International Criminal Justice, with Susanne Karstedt, Naomi Roht-Arriaza, Wenona 

Rymond-Richmond and Kathryn Sikkink, curated by Shannon Golden and Hollie Nyseth Brehm, The 

Society Pages website at http://thesocietypages.org/roundtables/international-criminal-justice/. Later 

published in The Society Pages: Crime and the Punished, edited by Douglas Hartmann and Christopher 

Uggen (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2014). 

 

“The Justice Cascade: An Interview with Political Scientist Dr. Kathryn Sikkink on Human Rights 

Prosecutions,” by Robin Lindley, Washington State Bar News (October 2012), pp. 28–38. 

 

Podcast Number 9: An Interview with Kathryn Sikkink, by Daniel Nexon, The Duck of Minerva Blog, 

September 22, 2012. 

Available at: http://www.whiteoliphaunt.com/duckofminerva/2012/09/podcast-no-9-interview-with-

kathryn.html 

 

“The Justice Cascade: Six Questions for Kathryn Sikkink,” by Scott Horton, The Stream, Harper’s 

Magazine blog, November 21, 2011. 

Available at: http://harpers.org/blog/2011/11/_the-justice-cascade_-six-questions-for-kathryn-sikkink/ 

 

“Reporte temático de política exterior colombiano: derechos humanos y derecho internacional 

humanitario,” in Misión de Política Exterior 2009-2010, compiled by Sandra Borda, Gustavo Bell, 

Hernando José Gómez, Socorro Ramírez, Mauricio Reina, Camilo Reyes, and Juan Tokatlian. (Bogotá: 

Universidad de los Andes y Ediciones Uniandes, 2011), pp. 459–520. (co-authored with Barbara Frey 

and Amanda Lyons) 

 

“Making Tyrants Do Time,” Op-ed, New York Times, September 15, 2011. 

 

Discussant, Human Rights: From Practice to Policy, Proceedings of a Research Workshop, edited by 

Carrie Booth Walling and Susan Waltz (Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan, 

October 2010), pp. 32–33; 35, 80, 114–116, 136–137; also at: 

http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/89426.  
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/02/09/this-is-what-will-happen-if-trump-brings-back-secret-prisons/?utm_term=.3d67852e7c7b
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http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/143180/kathryn-sikkink-and-bridget-marchesi/nothing-but-the-truth
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http://www.whiteoliphaunt.com/duckofminerva/2012/09/podcast-no-9-interview-with-kathryn.html
http://harpers.org/blog/2011/11/_the-justice-cascade_-six-questions-for-kathryn-sikkink/
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/89426
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“Kissinger y la Guerra Sucia: un análisis de los documentos desclasificados recientemente,” in El Debate 
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“The Dirty War’s Declassified Documents: A New Perspective on Bilateral Relations, Chapter 3,” in 

Argentina-United States Bilateral Relations: An Historical Perspective and Future Challenges, edited by 

Cynthia Arnson (Washington, D.C.: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 2003), pp. 37–
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Social Transformation,” Centre on Law and Social Transformation, University of Bergen, Bergen 

Norway, August 23, 2017.  

 

Human Rights Program Distinguished Lecture, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, October 11, 2016. 

 

“Are We Making Progress in Human Rights? Transformations in Knowledge and Activism,”  

Plenary address, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, September 3, 

2016.  

 

Overview of “International Criminal Justice: Recent Empirical Studies on the Impact of Justice 

Mechanisms on Human Rights and Conflict,” in International Criminal Justice: State of Play, 

Conference Report, March 19–20, 2016, Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue, Simon Fraser University, 

pp. 34–37. (co-authored with Bridget Marchesi)  

 

“The Justice Cascade Lectures,” Amnesty International keynote lecture, Movies that Matter Film 

Festival, The Hague, Netherlands, April 2013. 

View at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQPqX3fp3OY 
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Weaving the Theories and Practice of International Relations,” October 22, 2011. 

 

http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/sudan/2008/07/16/contra-trial-skepticism
http://essays.ssrc.org/sept11/essays/sikkink.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQPqX3fp3OY
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Invited speaker, International Relations Faculty Colloquium, Princeton University, “Beyond the Justice 

Cascade: How Agentic Constructivism Helps Explain Change in International Politics,” November 21, 

2011.  

 

“Author Meets Critics: Kathryn Sikkink’s The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are 

Changing World Politics, American Political Science Association, Annual Meeting, Seattle Washington, 

September 1, 2011. 

 

Panelist, “Transitional Justice in the Asia-Pacific Region,” Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia, June 
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Panelist, Workshop on Strategic Human Rights Litigation, Buenos Aries, Argentina, September 1–3, 

2009.  

 

Invited Speaker, “Explaining the Deterrence Effect of Human Rights Prosecutions,” International Law 

Workshop, NYU Law School, October 21, 2009.  

 

Speaker, Conference at the Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, University of the Republic, Montevideo, 

Uruguay, “Los Derechos Humanos y la justicia en América Latina,” April 2, 2009.  

 

“Do Human Rights Trials Make a Difference?” presentation at University of Chicago Law School 

International Law Workshop, April 16, 2008. 

 

“Justiça de Transicão: Efectividade dos direitos humanos e qualidade da democracia em perspectiva 

comparada,” presentation at the University of São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil, August 7, 2008. 

 

“Perspectives croisées sur les apports du colloque et les perspectives ouvertes,” presentation at an 

international conference, “Réseaux Sociaux et Action Collective,” 5-7 November 2008, Sorbonne, Paris.  

 

“The Effectiveness of National Human Rights Trials,” presentation at the International Criminal Court, 

The Hague, Netherlands, November 10, 2008.  

 

“The Justice Cascade and the Impact of Human Rights Trials in Latin America” lecture, Princeton 

University, International Relations Colloquium, March 27, 2006. 

 

Nave Lecture, “Globalizing Justice: Do Human Rights Trials Really Work?”  Center for World Affairs 

and the Global Economy, University of Wisconsin, Madison, October 28, 2005.  

 

Presentation,  International Conference,  “La Impunidad como Obstáculo el los Procesos de 

Construcción Democrática: la Eficacia de la Justicia Transnacional,”  Pompeu Fabra University, 

Barcelona, Spain, April 21, 2005.  

 

G. Theodore Mitau Lecture in Public Policy, Macalester College, April 27, 2005 
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“Señales Mezcladas: Henry Kissinger y la Guerra Sucia en Argentina,” invited lecture, Departamento de 

Ciencia Política y Estudios Internacionales, Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

June 24, 2004.   

 

“The Transnational Dimension of the Judicialization of Politics in Latin America,” paper presented at a 

Workshop on the Judicialization of Politics in Latin America, Institute of Latin American Studies, 

University of London and Oxford University, March 17–20, 2004.  

 

“The Complementarity of Domestic and International Legal Opportunity Structures and the 

Judicialization of the Politics of Human Rights in Latin America,” invited lecture, Seminar on 

International Law and Globalization, Yale Law School, March 8, 2004. 

 

Harold Jacobson Lecture, Political Science Department, University of Michigan, January 28, 2004.  

 

Invited Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law, Panel on 

International Law and Social Movements, April 5, 2003.  

 

Fred. J. Hansen Memorial Lecture, San Diego State University, March 11, 2003. 

 

Panelist at SSRC workshop on International Criminal Accountability, Washington, D.C. November 6–7, 

2003. 

 

Paper presented, Bellagio Conference on Transnational Social Movements, Bellagio Conference Center, 

Bellagio Italy, July 22–26, 2003. 

 

Invited lecture, “Restructuring World Politics,” Duke University, March 8, 2001. 

 

Presentation, Harvard Summer Institute, Talloires, France, June 22–24, 2001.  

 

Senior faculty commentator, Young Scholars Weekend, Cornell University, April 2001.  

 

Presentation at a workshop on International Law and International Relations, McGill University, 

Montreal, October 5–6, 2001.  

 

“Nongovernmental Organizations, Monitors, and Activists,” presentation at a Faculty Development 

Seminar on International Justice and Democratic Transitions, June 3–4, 1999, Madison, organized by 

the Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs.  

 

“Reconceptualizing Sovereignty in the Americas: Historical Precursors and Current Practices,” paper 

presented at a conference on The Role of International Law in the Americas: Rethinking Sovereignty in 

an Age of Regional Integration, Mexico City, June 6–7, 1996, sponsored by the American Society of 

International Law and El Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas. 

 

“Human Rights and Principled Issue Networks: Insights from the Latin American Cases,” paper 

prepared for a workshop, Human Rights Norms and Domestic Political Change, Katholische Akademie 

Weingarten, Weingarten, Germany, June 15–18, 1995. 
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“Changing Development Ideas in Latin America,” MacArthur Lecture, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison, March 23, 1995. 

 

Ditchley Foundation Conference on “The Place of Human Rights in Foreign Policy,” Ditchley Park, 

Oxfordshire, England, 11–13 May 1990. Rapporteur for Working Group on evolving legal jurisdiction 

and jurisprudence in human rights. 

 

“A Theoretical Inquiry into the Origins of U.S. Human Rights Policy,” paper presented to the Program 

on International Politics, Economics and Security (PIPES), University of Chicago, November 15, 1990. 
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Member, Editorial Board, International Organization; 1996–2001, 2002–2008, 2010–2014, 2016–
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Executive Committee of the Board, 1999–2000. Chair of the Editorial Board, 2003–2005. 

 

Member, Editorial Board, International Studies Quarterly, 2003–2012. 

 

Member, Editorial Board, American Political Science Review, 2002–2007, 2012–2015. 
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Member, Program Committee, American Society of International Law Annual Meeting, 2014. 

 

Member, International Panel of Editorial Advisers and Consultants, International Encyclopedia of 

Political Science, published by CQ Press with the assistance of the American Political Science 

Association, 2005–2008. 

 

External Evaluation Committee for the Department of Political Science, Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, 
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American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Membership Section Panel for Class III, Section 3 (Fall 2005); 

Chair, Membership Section Panel for Class III, Section 3, (2008–2012).  

 

Member, Advisory Board, Peace Research Institute, Frankfurt, Germany, 2002–2005. 

 

Member, Board of Directors, Social Science Research Council, 2002–2005. 

 

Program Co-Chair, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 2002. 
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